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President’s Message:  Thank you 

181.  That’s my new number. 

If we are successful in this upcoming legislative 

session in advancing a pro-education agenda, it 

will be due in part to the efforts of 181 

Sammamish members who each donated 4 hours 

of their time to support pro-education candidates.  

They simply walked the talk.  They were joined 

by colleagues across the state, nearly 700 total, 

ringing doorbells on behalf of our endorsed 

candidates.   

A special thank you to Mike Radow, 

Sammamish WEA-PAC chair, who 

spent a month of his summer laying 

the groundwork for this effort. 

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO 

MADE A DIFFERENCE: 

 

BEA—Gina Baldwin, Susan Ball Webster, Nicola 

Beye, Casey Bingham, Kristi Bryson-Stroyan, 

Elise Burger, Daina Calixto, Homero Capetillo, 

Marisa Corso, Lisa Dagg, Chris DeMonbrun, 

Nicole Drinkwine, Dean Drugge, Julia Dumas, 

Rhonda Eastman, Bob Ellis, Bob Fortner, 

Katharine Franzel, Margaret Haney, Tessa Heady, 

Kirsten Heine, Brett Heinemann, Betsy Homes, 

Linda Hoover, Patricia Jackson, Jon Kallay, Joy 

Kaplan, Elizabeth Kappler, Talia Landrum, Pam 

Lawlor, Mari Litzenberger, Randy Litzenberger, 

Lara Mckenzie, Carol Metzger, Michele Miller, 

Stephen Miller, Lisa Mirecki, Jeff Moore, Margit 

Moore, Traci Mussetter, Debby Nissen, Mary Ann 

Nordgren, Danielle Ottesen, Meg Pearson, Tammi 

Riggers, Cheryl Sbaa, Jeannine Sieler, Jenn 

Stevens, Allison Sutcliffe, Mercy Tamayo, Kate 

Therriault, Jennifer Velling, Gavin Wissler, 

Elizabeth Wyckoff;  IEA—Heather Beston, Gayle 

Boyd, Pat Caiarelli, Shona Campbell, Chelsea 

Dziedzic, Dan Franco, Barb Galler, Bill Galler, 

S e r v i n g :  B e l l e v u e  E A  ◦  I s s a q u a h  E A  ◦  L a k e  Wa s h i n g t o n  E A  ◦  L a k e  W a s h i n g t o n  E S P  ◦   

M e r c e r  I s l a n d  E A  ◦  R i v e r v i ew  E A  ◦  S n o q u a lm i e  E A  ◦  S n o q u a lm i e  V a l l e y  A S A  ◦  T a h oma  E A  

    CONNECTIONS  

Kathy Gusdorf, Kathy Linderman, Neva Luke, 

Becky Rappin, Phyllis Runyon, Leah Van More, 

Michele Van More, Paula Weiss;  LWEA—

Rona Chumbook, Karla Coghlan, Bob Currie, 

Carol Davidson, Liz Davies, Lucy Davies, Jim 

Dejoy, Faye Haas, Sandy Hargraves, Laurie 

Harrison, Marian Illingworth, Dayle Ishii, Susan 

Jackson, Karen Jones, Kay Knox, Kathleen 

McConaha, Toni Mickus, Tomi Ohta, Gerry 

Pappas, Diane Perman, Andrew Rabiroff, Angela 

Sedillo, Peggy Solum, Grace Stanphill, Mark 

Tornquist, Lon Turner, Sarah Van Alstyne, Jill 

Van Glubt, Jan Vunak, Jane Wartenbe, Lis 

Wicks;  LWESP—Sheila Nokes;  MIEA—

David Baxter, Peter Bogdanoff, Josh Burker, 

Nancy Burrill, Angela Carey, Molly Harnish, 

Alice Larkin, Mary Lindquist, Tani Lindquist, 

Patricia McCann, Kara Millsap, Ann Passer, 

Mike Radow, Natasha Robson, Karen Sherwood, 

Gavin Tierney, Jan Vetter;  REA—Dea Carlson, 

Kriss Fridenvalds, Perry Garrison, Chris Mirecki, 

Pat Morrison, Joan Turchin, Marilee Valenta; 

SEA—Nancy Byrnes, Art Galloway, Jan 

Gifford, Charlene Gorringe, Krista Huff-Dennis, 

Christine Kjenner, Anne Melgaard, Ileen Oleary, 

Marisa Porter-Snyder, George Potratz, Andrew 

Rapin, Dana Stairs, 

Janna Treisman, James 

Ullman, Lisa Wells;  

TEA—Amy Adams, 

Loretta Baker, Bev Bly-

Addington, Craig 

Johnson, Vonnie 

Johnson, Mark Lange, 

Marlla Mhoon, Scott 

Mitchell, Ann   

Pulkkinen, Jodee     

Schwinn, Nancy Stewart.  
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C O N N E C T I O N S  

NEW EDUCATOR  CAUCUS                               

We’re off to a great start with the New Educator  

Caucus!  It is designed for certificated staff in their 

first five years in the profession.  Bellevue, Issaquah, 

Lake Washington, Mercer Island, Riverview,       

Snoqualmie Valley, and Tahoma new educators are      

invited to attend. 

Each session lasts two hours and includes time to 

connect and network with colleagues.  We also offer 

a seminar on a topic relevant to new educators.  

 

OUR COUNCIL IN ACTION 

Clock hours are available at a nominal fee, but dinner 

and materials are provided at no charge. 

Our next session is Nov. 28 from 5 to 7 p.m. in the 

cafeteria at Sammamish High School. The topic is 

Organizing Your Workload & Setting Priorities.  To 

sign up or learn more, email Charlotte Cole at 

ccole@washingonea.org or Kathleen Heiman at 

kheiman@washingtonea.org.  

We hope to see you there!  Kathleen Heiman 

www.weasam.org 
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Phone 425-822-9898 or 1-888-476-4226 

For the past fifteen months, the Governor’s Washing-

ton Learns Steering Committee has been conducting 

an overall review of education in our state.  For a 

number of reasons, the Committee has not yet fin-

ished this complex task.  At their Nov. 8 meeting, 

they are expected to propose a plan to continue the K-

12 work, and Governor Christine Gregoire has asked 

TAKE THE LEAD TAKES OFF 

The State PTA, League of Education Voters and WEA joined forces to    

sponsor Take the Lead Talks at Sammamish High School on Oct. 5.  More 

than 150 citizens participated in this conversation, including local legislators 

and about 25 members. 

The participants discussed the impact this lack of funding was having on the 

students in their schools and communities.  At their tables they discussed ac-

tion strategies and shared ideas and insights about ways to improve education 

funding.  They all left more committed to fighting for increased and stable 

education funding that would get Washington back to a competitive level. 
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WASH INGTON  LEARNS  REPORT  DUE  OUT  NOVEMBER  1 3  

the Committee to remain in place as this work contin-

ues.  WEA President Charles Hasse shared with the 

Governor our concerns about the unanswered ques-

tions in the report on K-12 funding.  He described the 

meeting as positive.  The Governor says she remains  

committed to moving the state forward to address 

funding issues for Washington schools. 
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